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Agency Mission 

The Defense Threat Reduction Agency enables DoD, the U.S. 

Government, and International Partners to counter and deter Weapons of 

Mass Destruction and Improvised Threat Networks 

30 

Combatant Command Customers 
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Mission Evolution 
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1 

From:   

“Safeguard the United States and its allies from weapons of mass destruction (WMD) 

threats globally” 

 

To: 

“The Defense Threat Reduction Agency enables DoD and the U.S. Government to 

prepare for and combat Weapons of Mass Destruction and Improvised Threats and to 

ensure Nuclear Deterrence” 

 

New: 

“The Defense Threat Reduction Agency enables DoD, the U.S. Government, and 

International Partners to counter and deter Weapons of Mass Destruction and 

Improvised Threat Networks” 
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1941-1947 

Manhattan  

Engineering  

District   

1947-1959 

Armed Forces  

Special 

Weapons Project 

1959-1971 

Defense Atomic 

Support Agency 

1971-1996 

Defense Nuclear 

Agency 

1996-1998 

Defense Special 

Weapons Agency 

2016  

Joint Improvised-Threat 

Defeat Organization 

Integrated 

1998 

DTRA Established 

o Initial atomic 

weapons 

program 

Deterrence, Survivability 
o Weapon custody 

o Operational Storage 

o Weapons Effects 

Testing 

o Nuclear effects 

research and testing 

o Force modernization 

o Limited Test Ban 

Treaty  

Research, Modeling 

o Operational Support 

o Cooperative Threat 

Reduction Initiated 

o End of Nuclear Testing 

 

Counter-proliferation, Arms Control Implementation/Verification 

Non-nuclear development, WMD Nonproliferation 
o Post-Cold War environment 

o Joint Science Programs, 

munitions effects, hard targets 

o Nuclear Stockpile Stewardship 

o Sustain nuclear deterrent 

o Growing nonproliferation and 

counterproliferation mission 

o Increased Arms Control Implem/Verif 

o Rapid capability delivery  

o Chemical and Biological Defense 

WMD Terrorism, Counter Improvised Threats 

The Agency 

evolved over 75 

years to 

incorporate 

additional 

missions and 

complexity that 

directly impact 

U.S. national 

security and 

combat support 

to the warfighter 

Weapons Development 

Agency Evolution 

3 
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DTRA addresses high consequence, highly 

uncertain risks to the achievement of U.S. 

national objectives 

 

WMD and improvised threats are unique 

due to their potentially non-linear, 

asymmetric effect 

 

These threats develop as the result of the 

convergence at critical nodes across a 

complex network  

 

Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction and Improvised Threats 

4 



Past – loosely connected systems 

 

                Today and Future – Increasingly complex, 

                     interconnected Environment 

6 

Materials 

State Actors 

The result is increased risk to our national objectives and need for agile 

and adaptive solutions 

Space and 

Cyberspace 

Multinational 

Corporations 

Multi-disciplinary 

intersection 

Mega Cities 

International Banking 

Erosion of traditional 

governance structures 

Technology 

Logistics 

Manufacturing 
Non-State actors 

State Actors 

Materials 

Materials 

Non-State Actors 

Logistics 

Technology 

Additive Manufacturing 

Increasingly complex environment 
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(U) DTRA’s Strategic Imperatives 

7 

(U) Provide Situational Awareness and Share 
Information Across the Enterprise 

(U) Develop Capabilities in Support of 

Combatant Commanders’ Requirements 

(U) Strengthen and Expand Interagency and 

International Partnerships 

(U) Enable a Safe, Secure, and Effective Nuclear 

Deterrent 

(U) Counter Threat Networks 
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Agency Priorities 

An improved focus on our combat support mission 

Leveraging and expanding our collaboration with the 
interagency and international partners 

Facilitate Innovation 

Empowering the DTRA leadership and staff 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 
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Agency Approach 

DTRA Functions 

DTRA Priorities 

DTRA Mission 

 Strategic Imperatives & CCMD Requirements 

Combatant Commander Campaigns 

Security Strategy 

Presidential  

Policy 

Global Campaign Plans 

Counter & Deter Threat Networks 
o WMD 

o Improvised Threats 

o Nuclear Deterrence 

o Engage with partners 

o Innovate capability 

o Respond to warfighters 

o Empower the workforce 

o Anticipate & understand future 

threat networks 
 

o Provide understanding of current 

& emerging threats & defeat 

options 
 

o Enable a safe, secure, & 

effective nuclear deterrent 
 

o Counter proliferation & facilitation 
 

o Innovate capability solutions 
 

o Prepare for & respond to crises 

7 

Public Law 

Secretary Lines of Effort 

o Enable Nuclear Deterrence 

o Build Partner Capacity 

o Information Sharing 

o Innovate Capabilities 

o Build a more lethal force 

o Strengthen alliances & 

attract new partners 

o Reform the Department 

National Defense Strategy 
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Provide 
innovative 
solutions to 

protect against 
and combat 
WMD and 
improvised 

threats 

DTRA Functions - across the threat continuum 

7 

Support DoD and 
USG efforts to 

counter the 
facilitation, 

proliferation, and 
use of WMD and  

improvised threats 

Provide situational 
understanding of 

current and 
emerging threats 
and all measures 

that can be 
brought to bear to 

defeat them 

Anticipate & 
understand 

future threats 
and identify 
proactive 

measures to 
counter them 
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Enable a Safe, 
Secure, & 
Effective 
Nuclear 

Deterrent 

Prepare for and 
enable responses to 

crises involving 
WMD and 

improvised weapons 
of strategic 
influence 
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DTRA adapts to respond to a complex threat 

environment at the speed of relevancy 
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DTRA has on-going Broad Agency 

Announcements (BAA) able at this site:  

41 

 

http://www.dtra.mil/Contracts/Business-Opportunities/Current-Solicitations/ 

 

http://www.dtra.mil/Contracts/Business-Opportunities/Current-Solicitations/
http://www.dtra.mil/Contracts/Business-Opportunities/Current-Solicitations/
http://www.dtra.mil/Contracts/Business-Opportunities/Current-Solicitations/
http://www.dtra.mil/Contracts/Business-Opportunities/Current-Solicitations/
http://www.dtra.mil/Contracts/Business-Opportunities/Current-Solicitations/
http://www.dtra.mil/Contracts/Business-Opportunities/Current-Solicitations/
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Thank you 
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